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 I've been reading the book - Pathways to Renewal by Daniel Smith and Mary Sellon.   One 

of the issues they bring up is that as a church ages, we grow out of touch with our own faith 

stories.   We stop talking about how God has been working in our lives.  Instead of sharing our 

faith with others, we share our church.   

 Iõve been thinking about that statement and what it means for us at Hillcrest.  What 

does oneõs faith story look like?  Whatõs the difference between talking about our church and 

talking about our faith?  Daniel Smith and Mary Sellon suggest we ask the question of, òWhat 

difference does being a Christian make for you today?   How would your life be different?     

 My faith story begins in childhood and the little Methodist church I was raised in.  

There I first heard the stories of Jesus.  I first felt a tug in my heart to worship.  I first knelt 

in prayer at an altar railing.  I received the sacraments of baptism and communion.   I knew a 

sense of peace in prayer.   Later, life would send challenges and a yearning to know God more 

deeply.   I would search for a greater significance.  There would be a time of doubting God was 

real.  One day I would experience the warmed heart which told me God was not only real but 

cared about me.  I would name that experience as love.   Later, I would understand that I had 

been touched by the Holy Spirit.      

 As I grew in faith, my understanding of God and Godõs purpose in my life would grow.   

Most often, changes came a nudge at a time, a decision at a time.   I came to depend upon Godõs 

constancy.  I learned that there is no shortage of grace in Godõs realm.   I discovered for 

myself that God really does  move mountains - when you act in faith...mountains of time, energy, 

finances, doubt and fear.  I found Scripture passages that spoke to me.  No longer were the 

passages about the world of yesterday, but the words came alive on the page.  They spoke to my 

heart and my condition.  I discovered a God who journeys with us on all of lifeõs paths.   

 In my most difficult years, I discovered Godõs care could come in tangible ways, through 

the gifts of love and concern of Godõs other children.  I learned that God was always working in 

my life, often when I thought God was not.  Illnesses, hardship, poverty and losses would 

stretch my faith.   

 So what does a faith story look like?  Each is unique.  Each is different.  In the weeks 

ahead, take some time to simply name the places and times when you have felt closest to God.  

Who were the people who were instruments of God's loving care in your life?  When did the 

Scriptures speaking to your heart impact a decision you were making?  Where have you seen God 

at work in your life?  When did God first become real for you?  

    The essence of your faith story and mine will overlap, but details will differ greatly.   Yet 

underlying all, is the love of God who journeys with us.  

 Blessings, 

     Pastor Shirley   

A MESSAGE FROM PASTO R SHIRLEY DUNCANSON:  



Mission Update                         

From Gordon and                

Ardell Graner                   

Tiu Rancho Project,  

Cochabamba, Bolivia. 

 

UPCOMING BOOK STUDIES:  
 

If you havenõt ventured out to a book 

study yet, pick one of the books from the 

list and join the group that meets every 6 

weeks or so.  Visitors checking it out are 

always welcome! 
 

Thursday, March 25  

òWhere No Gods Cameó by Sheila OõConner  

(a Minnesota Book Award Writer)  
"Where No Gods Came" is author Sheila O'Connor's compelling story 

of Faina McCoy, a young girl caught in a perilous scheme of elaborate 

lies created for her own harrowing system of survival.  Enmeshed in a 

tangled family web, Faina is abruptly uprooted against her will from 

her father and finds herself half a continent away on the doorstep of 

a mother who abandoned her years before -but who can't live without 

Faina now. Alone, persecuted and exploited, Faina must fend for 

herself as she searches for love and answers, navigating the streets 

of a strange city and forging bonds of feeling with liars and outlaws.    
 

Tuesday, May 4  

òThe Unlikely Disciple: A Sinnerõs Semester at  

Americaõs Holiest Universityó by Kevin Roos 
 

All Book Studies are at 7 pm  

in the Fireside Room.  

òThe Tiu Rancho staff prepared 

for their first volunteer - in-

mission trip.  The team will be 

hosted by Cotani Alto, a 

Methodist church community high 

in the mountains.  The team, along 

with the brothers and sisters 

from Cotani Alto, will do  

evangelistic outreach with those 

from their neighboring 

communities of Aguirre, Cotani 

Bajo and Churo.  They will also  be 

involved in supporting Sunday 

School teachers as the church in 

Cotani hosts its first Sunday 

School classes. 
 

As we prepared for this mission, 

one of the team members asked, 

òBut why are we not doing this in 

our community of Ayacollo?ó (near 

Tiu Rancho).  The response was, 

òCotani Alto will come to you in 

Payacollo, the same as you have 

done for us.ó  Through the grace 

of God, these communities will 

begin working in reciprocity to 

encourage and support one 

another.ó 

Gordon Graner  

BIBLE STUDY ON 1 CORINTHIANS  

MOVING TO THURSDAYS AT 10:30 am  

 

The book of First Corinthians contains the 

earliest written tradition on Jesusõ 

resurrection and of the Last Supper, as well 

as a moving hymn on Christian love.  It also 

explores Christian community.  Newcomers 

are always welcome.  Bring a Bible and a 

friend!  We meet in the Fireside Room.  

GREAT NEWS!  
Bandit the cat, has found a forever home!  

One of the Hillcrest Child Care Center teachers 

adopted him in February.  Thank you all for your kind 

thoughts and prayers!  



Daylight Saving Time 

begins on  

Sunday, March 14th.   
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clocks AHEAD one hour 

before you go to bed on 

Saturday, March 13th.  

WEDNESDAYS IN LENT  
6:00 pm Supper ñ6:45 pm Lenten Service  

March 3   òThe Path of Salvationó - Hillcrest UMC  

March 10   òThe Path of Courageó - Portland Avenue UMC 

March 17   òThe Path of Discipleshipó - Peace UMC 

March 24   òThe Path of Disappointmentó - Hillcrest UMC  
 

HOLY WEEK  

April 1, 7 pm   Maundy ThursdayñóFrom Table to Crossó -  

        Peace UMC 

April 2  , 7 pm  Good Friday Tenebrae Service ñHillcrest UMC  

 

THE STONES OF LENT ñSUNDAYS IN LENT  
Throughout the weeks of Lent, we will be looking at the Stones which 

burden our hearts, weigh us down and keep us from being the people 

that we truly want to be.  All services are at 9:30 am  
 
 

March  7 ñòThe Stone of Past Mistakes or Washing in the Living Wateró 

March 14ñòThe Stones We Throw or Being Saved From  

     a Case of Self -Righteousnessó 

March 21ñòThe Stone of Dead Hopes or Getting Out of Miry Bogsó 

March 28 ñPalm Sunday    òThe Stone of Rejection - On Not  

         Stoning Prophetsó 
 (children in worship are invited to be part of the procession of palms)  

April 4 ñEaster   òThe Stone Rolled Away -  

     Daring to Believe Godõs Good Newsó 

 7:30 am Easter Breakfast at Peace UMC, sponsored by the Youth  

THANK YOU  

THEA GULLEKSON!!!   
 

Thea volunteered to come and 

cook with our preschool 

children for two days  during 

our òKids in the Kitchenó week. 
 

On the first day, she taught 

them some cake decorating 

skills.  They watched as Thea 

decorated a cake.  Each child 

was then given an opportunity 

to decorate his/her own  

cupcake.  The kids had a lot of 

fun!   
 

On the second day, she had 

them come up to the kitchen 

and prepare an Italian meal 

with her.  They made 

spaghetti with bread sticks, 

and a lettuce salad.  The kids 

LOVED IT!!!  
 

Many of the childrenõs parents 

reported how much their child 

enjoyed their time cooking 

with Thea.  
 

Thanks again, Theañfun was 

had by all!  We are looking 

forward to the next time!!!  
 

 

IT WAS YUMMY!!!!   

HILLCREST  CHILD  CARE CENTER 

Director:   Bonnie Beyer 

Phone:  952 -881-5330  

Website:    
hillcrestchildcare.com  

E- mail:    
director@hillcrestchildcare.com  
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Tuesday, March 16th  
is Circle Day.  

All women of Hillcrest are 

welcome to join the circle of 

their choice.  Extra UMW 

newsletters for each month are in 

the literature rack in the 

Narthex.  Please take one and 

read about our activities.  
 

Sarah Circle  will meet at 9:30 am 

in the Fireside Room.  
  

Abigail Circle  will meet at 10 am 

in the Library.   
 

Martha Circle  will meet at 1 pm 

in the Library. We will clean the 

Kitchen  
 

Ruth- Rebecca Circle  will meet at 

2 pm in the Fireside Room. We 

will assemble Breakfast Bundles 

for Cornerstone.  
 

The UMW Executive Committee 

will meet on Tuesday, March 30th 

at 9:45 am in the Fireside Room.  

 

PALM  

SUNDAY 

NOTE  

 
Children at the  

worship service on  

Palm Sunday, March 28th,  

are all invited to participate in 

the Procession of Palms.  

VEAP successfully served 

2,344 families and 4,082 

children with food certificates 

and toys this holiday season.  

This yearõs Christmas program 

saw a 15% increase from 2008 

and indicates the continued 

need among our neighbors.  

VEAP could not provide these 

quality programs without the 

important contributions of our 

member churches like 

Hillcrest.  Thank you for your 

continued support and 

generosity.  

 

 

 

 
 

The UMW will be collecting 

hotel/motel shampoos, lotions 

and soap bars for the Marie 

Sandvik Center in Minneapolis.  

Kristen Hink, daughter -in- law of 

former members Bill & Jean 

Hink, is the Director at the 

Center.  There will be a box for 

the items in the Kitchen on the 

counter next to the refrigerator.  

This will be an ongoing activity.  

Thank you for your generosity!  

 

FREE INCOME 

TAX 

ASSISTANCE 

AT CREEKSIDE  

 

 

Free tax assistance will be 

provided on a first -come, first -

served basis now until April 15, to 

individuals who meet income -

qualifying guidelines of $30,000 

or less for individuals and 

$45,000 or less for families.  

AccountAbility Minnesota will be 

available on Tuesdays and 

Thursdays from 5:30 -9:30 pm 

and Saturdays from 8:30 am -

12:30 pm.  AARP Tax-Aide will be 

available Mondays and Tuesdays 

from 9 am -noon.  All services are 

provided at Creekside Community 

Center, 9801 Penn Ave. S., 

Bloomington.  Taxpayers with 
complex tax returns are advised 
to seek paid tax assistance.  

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY  
Methodist Hospital Hospice 

will be providing training 

sessions this spring for new 

volunteers.  Our volunteers 

give respite care to 

caregivers who are caring for 

terminally ill loved ones in 

their own private homes.  

Commitment is a maximum of 

4 hours per week, and 

training is 4 sessions.  If 

interested, please call Libby 

Swanson at (952) 993 -5381. 




