
HILLCREST  SPIRE        
HILLCREST  UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  

9100 RUSSELL  AVENUE SOUTH, BLOOMINGTON, MN 55431 

SEPTEMBER 2010 

A MESSAGE FROM PASTO R SHIRLEY DUNCANSON:  

How do you know if a person is a Christian?  Airwaves and media sites have been buzzing with 

the question of President Obamaõs faith.  Iõve caught several discussions on the theme on my 

drive into the church office.  This hot topic was started by a series of August polls on the 

subject with polls ranging from 18 - 25% of the people believing that our President is Muslim 

even though he has been part of the United Church of Christ for many years.  It got me 

thinking about how does one know if a person is a Christian?   

 

I was in a coffee shop a couple of days ago where I overheard a conversation between two men 

who appeared new to Bible study.  They were pouring over their Bibles, pointing out passages to 

one another.  Their brand of Christianity is likely quite different from yours or mine.  I suspect 

that because of the questions they were asking and conversation that focused on following 

verses that will lead them to financial success.  While I disagree with their understanding of 

the scripture, I donõt doubt the sincerity of their budding faith.    

 

Perhaps the question isnõt whether or not the President is a Christian.  The real question is, are 

we?  We Christians are a diverse group.  We disagree on a variety of social issues.  We land on 

all sides of the political spectrum.  We have wide -ranging opinions about taxes and health care.  

But at the heart, what Iõve found true of Christian people is this: Christians are committed to 

love God with all their heart, soul, mind and strength, and love their neighbors as themselves.    

 

Christians are people who take seriously the words of Jesus, òI was hungry and you gave me 

something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you 

invited me in,  I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in 

prison and you came to visit me...Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these 

brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.ó  (Matthew 25: 35-36, 40 TNIV)  

 

The old camp song says it in another way, òThey Will Know We Are Christians By Our Love.ó   

 

Blessings, 

   Shirley  



Mission Update                         

From Gordon and                

Ardell Graner                   

Tiu Rancho Project,  

Cochabamba, Bolivia. 

 

UPCOMING BOOK STUDIES:  
 

Interested in checking out the Book 

Studies?  If you want to get a sense of 

what happens at a book study but havenõt 

read the book, drop by anyway.  Youõre 

always welcome!  Discussions range across 

a spectrum of current issues as well as relating to the book and how it 

might pertain to our faith.  
 

Thursday, September 23  

"The Help"  by Katherine Stockett  

The Help   is set in Jackson, Mississippi during the early 1960's.  It 

captures a slice of the Civil Rights movement and how that impacts a 

small group of women who both live and work in homes. The novel is 

told from the perspective of three characters: Aibileen Clark, a 

middle-aged African -American maid who has spent her life raising 

white children and has recently lost her only son; Minny Jackson, an 

African -American maid who has often offended her employers despite 

her family's struggles with money and her desperate need for jobs; 

and Eugenia "Skeeter" Phelan, a young white woman who has recently 

moved back home after graduating college to find out her childhood 

maid has mysteriously disappeared. These three stories intertwine to 

explain how life in Jackson, Mississippi revolves around "the help"; yet 

they are always kept at a certain distance because of racial lines.  

If you have a copy of the book and are willing to share it with a book 

study participant, please let Pastor Shirley know.  
 

FUTURE BOOK STUDIES  
November 11 -  The Postmistress" by Sarah Blake  
 

December 7 -  Book Club Christmas Party -  More details to follow  
 

January 25 -   "Stones Into Schools" by Greg Mortenson  (Author 

of "Three Cups of Tea").  
 

March 10 -  "Pope Joan" by Donna Woolfolk Cross   (We will have a 

Book Bag from the Library for this study).  
 

All Book Studies are at 7 pm in the Fireside Room.  

The church office and child 
care center will be closed on 

Monday, September 6th  
for the Labor Day holiday.  

They will reopen on 
Tuesday, September 7th.  

Ways we can  

support this mission:  
 

Project #1: Converting the 

old dairy barn into staff and 

retreat housing.   

Goals: Expanding the capacity 

for retreat groups by adding 

three dormitory rooms that 

will sleep 30 extra persons.  
 

Project #2: Completing the 

final phase of construction of 

the auditorium/gymnasium.  

This includes 10 doors, 22 

windows, a small kitchen/snack 

shop, a mobile stage, 2 public 

bathrooms, 2 rows of 

bleachers, rain gutters, and 

painting the roof.  
 

(Check out their website at  

www.granerfamily.org)  

Recognition of Erica & Joel Sniegowski  

at September 19th Worship Service  

On Sunday, September 19th we will be celebrating with Joel and 

Erica Sniegowski their years of Youth Ministry at Hillcrest.  There 

will be a reception in their honor after the worship service.   It will 

be an opportunity for you to express with your words, notes and 

cards your appreciation for their service.   



   
 

HOMECOMING SUNDAY  
   September 12, 2010  

Lunch after the Worship Service  
 

 

 

Weõve sent a special invitation to those who were confirmed at 

Hillcrest from 1990 -2008 to be a part of this yearõs Homecoming 

Service.  Plan to stay for lunch and a chance to visit with those who 

grew up at Hillcrest!  

 

We are looking for Confirmation pictures for these classes.  If you 

can send us a digital copy, we can use it in the service that morning ñ

send to: officemgr@hillcrestmethodist.org.  You can also leave your 

paper copy with us to scan in.  Thank you for your help!  

UMW General Meeting  

Tuesday, September 7th  
12 noon, Fellowship Hall 

Potluck Lunch 

Program:  Helping Paws  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Helping Paws is a non-profit 

whose mission is to further 

the independence of people 

with physical disabilities 

through the use of a service 

dog.  There will be a visit 

from a Helping Paws dog in 

training and its trainer or a 

working service dog and its 

human partner.   
 

This will be a very informative 

presentation that you will 

enjoy attending.   
 

EVERYONE IS INVITED!  

MEN AND WOMEN 

ARE NEEDED!! 
Please give some thought to 

serving as a volunteer in the 

church office during the week.  

Maximum commitment is 1 day/

week/month, 3 -4 hours/day.  

Both men and women are 

needed! If you are interested, 

please contact Joanne Lindgren 

at (952) 831 -6394.   

The workload is light, plus itõs 

fun and interesting!  

Normandale Hylands UMC will be 

dedicating their new pipe organ 

at a special service on Sunday, 

September 26 at 6:30 pm.  Mr. 

Charles Parsons, organist at 

Hamline UMC and Hamline 

University, will be the guest 

organist.  Program participants 

will include Martha Leander, 

organist at NHUMC, the Chancel 

Choir and guest musicians.  

YOUTH & YOUNG 

ADULT COORDINATOR 

IN PROCESS 

 

Erica and Joel Sniegowski 

have decided to focus on their 

new baby in the year ahead.  

The SPR Committee is 

actively searching for a person 

or couple to be a Youth & 

Young Adult Coordinator.  

     

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Hillcrest Vision Team would 

like to gather some information 

about the congregationõs 

strengths, values and passions.  

We are especially looking for:  

What 10 Bible verses do you 
think are most important for a 
person to live by?   Please put 

your completed sheet in the box 

on the table in the Coat Room by 

September 19.  
 

Looking for inspiration with 

your Top Ten Bible Verses?  

You might find inspiration in the 

back of your Bible or at 

www.biblegateway.com  which 

can help you find that verse you 

were thinking of, but couldnõt 

quite remember how it goes.  
 

Thank you for your input!  



Choices:  
Communion Sunday  Offering  

September 5  

Simpson Shelters  
òThank you very much for your gift of sandwiches.  

The time, energy and thoughtfulness  you devoted 

to this donation is extremely meaningful not only to 

our program participants, but to all of us working 

here.ó 

 

In 2009 - rental subsidies and supportive services 

for 204 families with 529 children were provided.  

 

Number of families turned away each week grew 

from 70 families turned away to 90 families turned 

away. 

 

Shelters served 257 women and 591 men, but  

647 women and 839 men were turned away when 

shelters were full.  

 

With your support we will be able to continue 

serving vulnerable members of our community.  

Haiti Methodist Church Relief  
United Methodists have had a long -standing 

relationship with Haiti through the Methodist 

Church of Haiti. 100 percent of gifts made will go 

to support relief and development efforts due to 

emergencies in Haiti .   Some of the ongoing 

projects are:  

 

Family Health Ministries Women's and Children's 

Health Programs  

Building healthy families and healthy communities 

to create a better tomorrow in Haiti  

 

Haiti Children Project  

Partnering with the Haiti Methodist Church to 

provide a clean, safe home for homeless children  

 

Haitian Artisans for Peace International  Securing 

health, education, and hope through economic 

opportunities to build a community of peace.  

OR 

BLOCK PARTY AT  

PORTLAND AVENUE UMC  
 

PAUMC would like to invite you 

to join them for their block 

party on Saturday, September 

11, from 4 -7 pm in their parking 

lot.  The party will feature music 

from The Jumpinõ Jehosafats (4

-5:30 pm) and Salsa Del Soul (6 

pm).  There will also be salsa 

dance instruction at 5:30 pm.  

Hot dogs, ice cream and 

beverages will be available for a 

free will offering.  This year 

there will also be Bingo with 

prizes!  There will be door prize 

drawings every half -hour.  Come 

and enjoy a fun time in the 

parking lot!  

Confirmation Information Night  

for Parents & Students  

7 pm Wednesday, September 22  

at Portland Ave. UMC  
 

Do you have a Confirmation Student in your 

home this year?  We will be joining with Church 

of Peace and Portland Ave. United Methodist 

Churches again this year with our Confirmation 

classes.  This two year course is designed for 

students in 8th through 11th grade.  Please 

contact Pastor Shirley about your interest.       

If you are in the building after hours 

in the evening or on a weekend...  

Please double check  
ALL OF THE DOORS  

when you are leaving the building.    

http://new.gbgm-umc.org/Advance/projects/search/index.cfm?action=details&id=3021059&code=3021059
http://new.gbgm-umc.org/Advance/projects/search/index.cfm?action=details&id=3021059&code=3021059
http://new.gbgm-umc.org/Advance/projects/search/index.cfm?action=details&id=3020959&code=3020507
http://new.gbgm-umc.org/Advance/projects/search/index.cfm?action=details&id=3020490&code=3020490
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If you have a prayer need or 

concern, please call Kathy Hilken 

at (952) 888 -8998 or Elinor 

Colebank at (952) 831 -5332.   

 

LOW- COST 

DENTAL CARE  

AVAILABLE  

 
 

Normandale Community College 

is offering an òAdvanced Dental 

Therapy Dental Clinicó.  This 

clinic is staffed by advanced 

dental therapists who are 

working toward masterõs 

degrees in dental therapy.  They 

are fully supervised by 

Minnesota licensed dentists.  
 

Clinics started in mid -July and 

will take place in accordance 

with the academic calendar.  

Oral health care services that 

may be outside the dental 

therapy scope of practice will be 

referred to other oral health 

care professionals.  
 

If you are interested in 

contacting the clinic for an 

appointment, please call Lucy at 

the church office (952) 881 -

8601 to receive a green referral 

card.  

 

Circle Day is  

Tuesday, September 21st   
 

All women of Hillcrest are 

welcome to join the Circle of 

their choice.  Extra UMW 

newsletters for each month are 

in the literature rack in the 

Narthex.  Please take one and 

read about our activities.  
 

Sarah Circle  will meet at 9:30 

am in the Fireside Room.  
 

Abigail Circle  will meet at 10 am 

in the Library.  
 

Martha Circle  will meet at 1 pm 

at the home of Helen Wheeler.  
 

Ruth- Rebecca Circle  will meet 

at 2 pm in the Fireside Room.  

We will clean the Kitchen.  
 

The UMW Executive Committee 

will meet on Tuesday, September 

28th at 9:45 am in the Fireside 

Room. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Free vaccinations are now 

available for Hennepin County 

residents at a number of walk

-in clinics in Minneapolis, 

Bloomington and Brooklyn 

Center.  County officials say 

residents who are uninsured 

or have to pay out -of -pocket 

may be eligible for the free 

shots that cover a number of 

needs:   Hepatitis A, 

Hepatitis B, HPV,  

Pneumococcal, Measles, 

Mumps and Rubella, Tetanus, 

Diphtheria and Pertussis and 

Varicella (chickenpox).  

 

A $10 -15 donation is 

suggested - if youΆcanΆpay.  

The Bloomington clinic is open 

from 3:00 -5:30 p.m. at the 

Bloomington Division of Public 

Health, 1900 West Old 

Shakopee Road;  For more 

information, call (952) 563 -

8900 The following dates are 

scheduled:  

September 7 at Bloomington  

September 21 at Bloomington  
Church office   

hours will     

return to 

normal 

beginning Wednesday, 

September 1: 
  

Monday-Thursday:  

9 am-4 pm 
 

Friday:  

9 am-noon 

Cards begins again 

Friday, September 

17th.  If you plan 

on attending, 

please call Bev at 

(952) 881 -3805 or 

Glenis at (952) 831 -7290.  

Christianity is not a theory or 

speculation, but a life; not a 

philosophy of life, but a living 

presence. 
 

-  Samuel Taylor Coleridge  



CHILDRENõS 

MINISTRY  

The Minnesota Visiting Nurse 

Association (MVNA) is offering 

the Phillips Lifeline Program 

through their agency.  Lifeline 

services come with just a Lifeline 

or a Lifeline with AutoAlert 

which is an enhanced service that 

includes a pendant -style button 

that automatically places a call 

for help if a fall is detected and 

you canõt push your button.   
 

Currently, MVNA is offering a 

free activation coupon for either 

Lifeline service.  For more 

information, please call Cheryl 

Palony, Phillips Lifeline Program 

Manager at (612) 998 -5753 or 

(612) 617-4600.  

 

 

KNITTERS  
ALERT!!! 

 

 
We will not have our first 

meeting on September 1st (the 

first Wednesday of the month).  

Our first get -together after 

our summer break will be after 

Labor Day on Wednesday, 

September 8, from 12 noon -2 

pm in the Gathering Room.  

Hope to see you all on the 8th!  

Beginning in September, there 

will be Rhythm Instruments in a 

basket for the children to pick 

up and use during praise songs at 

the beginning of the service.  

They can be dropped off after 

Childrenõs Time. 

 

ETHICAL 

WILLS  

CLASS 
 
 

Thursdays at 7 pm  

October 14. 21. 28  

Gathering Room  
 

What is an ethical will?  Its 

roots are in the ancient world 

where blessings and words of 

guidance were passed onto the 

next generation.  Ethical wills 

name the values you have lived 

by, the learning you have 

acquired in life, and speak to 

that part of your faith you want 

another generation to know.  

Pastor Shirley will be leading 

this three -week class which will 

meet in the Gathering Room.  If 

you have an interest in writing 

an Ethical Will, please sign up on 

the sheet in the Coat Room.  

There is no charge for the class, 

but it will be helpful to know 

how many to expect.  

ONLINE MARRIAGE 
RESOURCES 

 

-Marriage Encounter Weekends : 

www.encounter.org (itõs best to 

leave both date and state blank 

to get the best results from a 

query)  

-Marriage Enrichment Weekends : 

www.marriageenrichment.org  

-Ten Great Dates :  Has books for 

every age group from pre -marital 

to 2nd Half/Empty Nesters, etc.: 

www.marriagealive.com/10Dates/  

-Dynamic Marriage : Offers a Life 

Line Home Kit: 

www.familydynamics.net  

 

 

FALL BIBLE  

STUDY 
 

òPivotal Passages in the Bibleó 

10:30 am Thursdays,  

beginning September 30th  

Fireside Room  
 

Pastor Shirley will be leading 

this 10 -week Bible Study which 

will focus on pivotal passages in 

the Bible.  Starting with 

Abraham who is called the 

Father of Nations, weõll look at 

portions of scripture that have 

shaped and formed our Christian 

faith.  Bring a Bible and a friend!  

OUR CHURCH  

NEEDS YOU  
 

Cannot spell 

Ch rch without U.  

Cannot spell 

Ad lt without U.  

Cannot spell 

Yo th without U.  

Cannot spell 

M sic without U.  

Cannot spell 

S nday without U. 

Cannot spell 

S ccess without U. 

Clearly, our  
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http://www.mvna.org/

